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FAMILY
CONVERSATIONS

Here is a guide fo assist your family in talking about the Sundn} readings. Keep

these cards handy wherever they are most likely fo be seen an

used before and

after church. Examine the readings [or the homily] for images or vocabulary that
trigger reactions. Whe's importanl is that you have the chat together. Follow your

conversafions wherever they might lead.

KEY TO THE CONVERSATIONS

? Key Idea: Reflection on a central idea in the readings

0 Take 30 {Seconds): A pause lo reflect or pray in silence

9 Share: A time for each family member to share

A

'{II:' Pray: A suggested momenl for prayer
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LENT/EASTER

2010
YEAR C

Toke a few momenis each week as a family to read, reflect upon, and talk about
the Sunday readings. Keep these materials in an easily accessed place, perhaps
on your dining reom table, in the car, or on your bedside lable. Use the following
reflections to storl o family conversation centered around God's Word, Encourage
family members ta share ofher questions or comments based on the readings.
Through these conversations your family is being led by the Holy Spirit to break

open God's Word today.
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Fourth Sunday of Lent

March 14, 2010

Jos 5:9a, 10:12; 2 Cor 5:1721;
1k 15:13, 1132

GOSPEL HIGHLIGHT: Lk 15:32—
“But now we must celebrate and
rejoice, because your brother was
dead and has come fo life again; he
was losl and has been found.”

KEY IDEA: The parable of the

Prodigal Son reflects the deep-

esl desire of the human hear! for
icrgiveness, mefcy, and reconciliation.
We are crealed for union with God
and with one another in the family of
God. Rebellion, alienation, and division
distort the original unity and community
thal God desires for us. As we ponder
the dlienation of the Prodigal Son and
the enduring mercy of his father, we
see our relationship to God reflected.

“panasar siyBu Iy “siqier) @ uolosny|

lent is a fime to refurn once again fo
God: a time of healing, reconciliation,
and joy.

TAKE 30 (SECONDS): Reflect
or pray in silence.

SHARE: lel each member of the
A family share what the parable of
7~ the Prodigel Son means for his
or her Lenten journey. Ask each
member fo name one agenl of peace,
reconciliafion, and healing in your
family and community of faith. How
are you called to be a messenger of
recoriciliation?

PRAY: [Repeat each phrase affer

the leader.) “f will bless the LORD

at all imes; / his praise shall be
ever in my mouth. / | sough! the LORD,
and he answered me / and delivered
me from oll my fears” (Ps 34:2, 5).

Fifth Sunday of Lent

March 21,2010

s 43:16-21; Phil 3:8-14; Jn 8:1-11

GOSPEL HIGHLIGHT: Jn 8:11—
“Then Jesus said, ‘Neither do | con-
demn you. Go, and from now on do
not sin any more."”

KEY IDEA: It's never oo late to
bagin a Lenten journey, perhaps
even as the liturgical season
draws lo a close. In loday's
Gospel, Jesus’ compassion for the
woman who was candemned and
near death from stoning is a striking
reminder of God's constant mercy.
The shortlived mercy of human beings
is overcome by the eternal mercy of
God. Jesus, the one without sin, was
the only one who could have justly
condemned her. Yet he forgives her
sin, reslores her dignity, and inviles

her to freedom of life in God. This

invilation is also given to each of us
during Lent. Will we accept it?

TAKE 30 (SECONDS): Reflec!
or pray in silence.

o SHARE: Whom do | tend fo
~ judge hasfily? How am | called
Ak ccncrelefy imitate Jesus’
example of compassionate
mercy? Am | open to receiving the
forgiveness of God and of others?
Ask each family member lo share
why the Sacramen! of Penance and
Reconciliafion is a powerful means
offered by the Church by which we
experience God's mercy.

ﬂl]; PRAY: [Repeal each phrase after
the leader.) “The LORD has done

great things for us; we are filled
with joy. / Those that sow in tears
shall reap rejoicing. / The LORD has
done great lhings?or us; we are glad
indeed” [Ps 126:3, 5).
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Palm Sunday of

the Lord's Passion
March 28, 2010

Lk 19:2840; 1s 50:4-7; Phil 2:6-11;
Lk 22:14-23:56 or 23:149

GOSPEL HIGHLIGHT: Lk 23:34—
“Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive hem,

they know not what they do."

KEY IDEA: The lenten season

draws lo a close as we enter

Holy Week~the highpoint of the
Church's liturgical calendar, The dramat
ic events that we recall an Palm Sunday
will draw us inlo the very mystery of
Jesus' suffering, death, and Resumection.
At the moment of greatest abandonment
and isolafion, Jesus prays that God
will forgive those who crucify him. He
forgives every sinner as he lakes on the
sin of the world. The events of this week
are nof a distant historical realify thal
we ponder from alar in the obstract.
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For us as Chrisians, the events of Holy
Week are offered as a pattem for daily
life. Jesus' Passion, dying, and rising are
a patier for our daily lives as disciples

of the lord.

TAKE 30 (SECONDS): Reflect or
pray in silence.

SHARE: How does God's Word

today invite us ta enter more fully
A into the mystery of the Cross,

death, and Resurrection of the
Lord? To whom are we called to extend
a forgiving word and thought? Are our
hearts and minds open to receive the
fargiveness that Jesus offers to all from
the Cross? Share how the readings of
Palm Sunday are a patiem for your
deily life.

:ﬁ: PRAY: (Repeal each phrase

affer the lecder) We adore you,
O Chrigt, and we bless you /

because by your hely Cross / you have

redeemed the world,



