Frequently Asked Questions
Middle School YOUth Ministry

Is there a regular gathering for all middle school students?

Not yet. We hope to begin regular gatherings some time during the 2008-09 school year. TOC – Teens of Christ, usually refers to our religious education program for 7th & 8th grade. Classes are offered on Wednesday evenings from 6:15-7:45 and Sunday morning from 8:30-10:00 from September through March.

Is there a difference between these classes?

· The text books are the same and all classes meet for the required 30 hours of catechesis. 

· The Wednesday evening classes will celebrate Mass with the parish community on Ash Wednesday and will have an opportunity to celebrate the sacrament of reconciliation during Lent. 

Are there parish events that are open to all middle school students, including those in the TOC program, those in Catholic School, and those who are home schooled?

· Yes. We usually have five or six Friday night dances open to middle school students, grades 6-7-8. These dances are sponsored by our Athletic Association, and parents are welcome to chaperone. 

· We also have a pizza and movie night for just 6th grade in the fall. And, depending on the number of students interested, we have either a separate or combined pizza and movie night for the 7th and 8th grades.

· On a Saturday night before Lent begins we have a lockin for the 7th and 8th grade. 

· In October we attend the annual diocesan Youth Rally.

Who can attend the parish events for middle school students?

All middle school students are welcome. You do not need to be a parish member or even Catholic to attend. You can always bring a friend or neighbor or cousin.

What is the best way to find out about events for middle school students?

Please visit  www.schoolnotes.com and sign up to receive an automatic email whenever the Youth Ministry online bulletin board is updated. You can also read our Sunday parish bulletin for the latest news, events and calendar updates.

Do middle school students do any service projects?

Yes. Each year we take a group of students to rake leaves at the homes of some of our elderly parishioners. Then we reward our hard-working students with pizza. Our TOC students also visit nursing homes and play board games with the residents and gather items to make Easter baskets for the homebound. The students who attend the Lockin sometimes participate in a service project, like cleaning the pews in the church or making sandwiches for the homeless shelter. 

What is a lockin?

A lockin is an overnight event. For the middle school students, lockins are held in the Parish Center and/or the gym. The middle school lockin includes prayer, lessons, music, movies, games, and sometimes a service activity. 

Does our parish do any activities with other parishes in the diocese?

Yes. We participate in the annual youth rally held in October. 

Are there fees associated with these activities?

There is a registration fee for religious education classes as well as the annual diocesan youth rally.  Dances are $5 at the door. For the pizza and movie nights and lockin, donations towards food are welcome and appreciated but not required. 

What do I need to do to sign up for these activities and events?

Contact the Youth Ministry office in person or at 410 392 3551 to receive registration forms and an Annual Consent Form. You may also download forms from the Youth Ministry page on the parish web site and bring them with you. Every student must submit a signed Annual Consent Form each year. Each event lasting more than six hours, including overnight events, also requires an Event Specific Consent Form.

If parents would like to help occasionally, what kind of help do you need?

· We need Catechists and Assistant Catechists for our religious education classes. All materials and training are provided.

· We need hall monitors on Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings during classes.

· We need drivers and chaperones for the annual diocesan youth rally.

· We need both male and female adults present (and awake) at our lockins.

· We need chaperones for our dances.

· We need help with our pizza and movie nights.

Is there a possibility of starting a regular gathering for middle school students?

Yes! If there are interested adults who would like to lead this ministry, the parish facilities are available. Training and resources are also available. Students could meet weekly, once or twice a month, or several times a year. All things are possible with dedicated volunteers! Please contact the Youth Ministry office at 410 392 3551 if you feel called to minister to middle school students. 

